
Berlin, December 11th 2010

To the US Ambassador Philip D Murphy:

We have gathered here today because we are enraged by the ongoing imprisonment 
and nearly 29-year-long detention on death row of author and journalist Mumia Abu-
Jamal.

Today’s anniversary highlights how difficult it remains for Afro-Americans to 
experience due process of law promised to them by the United States Constitution.

In the case of Mumia Abu-Jamal, it has repeatedly been proven that racism and undue 
influence of the jury by both the judge and the district attorney, as much as his 
political persuasion, led to his conviction in 1982.

A year ago, we came to you with our plea and demand to bring the case of Mumia-
Abu Jamal before your government. Furthermore, we suggested a compensation to be 
paid to him for the 29 years stolen from his life. Why are President Obama and 
Attorney General Holder refusing to initiate a civil rights investigation into the 
undeniably racist factors and tactics that have been decisive in Abu-Jamal’s trial, 
although many international organizations such as NAACP and Amnesty 
International are requesting this be done? 

We demand the abolition of the death penalty; that an end be put to modern day 
slavery as practised in the prison-industrial complex; and a reconsideration and repeal 
of the Three Strike-laws. We consider the latter a means of repression of that large 
share of the US population which lives below the poverty line.

The United States portray themselves as a force for democracy and human rights on 
the world stage. Yet the United States government appears incapable of guaranteeing 
the basic principles of a fair trial in its own country. 

During his presidency, Obama has done nothing to alter the inhumane conditions 
under which convicts are imprisoned and exploited for cheap labour, and the unethical 
logic with which many are finally killed by the state. His promise of ‘change’ 
excludes those locked up in prisons and death rows all over the United States.

We will continue to inform the public about these violations of human rights by the 
US government.

Sincerely yours,

Berliner Bündnis Freiheit für Mumia Abu-Jamal
 

PS: We would be delighted to find this letter forwarded to President Obama in a 
future wikileaks publication. We appreciate and share your thoughts on Foreign 
Secretary Westerwelle.


